	Skill Description

Prepositions – The student will be able to label the position of an item in relation to other items.

Example: When shown a ball in a cup and asked “Where is the ball?” the student will say “in the cup.” 
	Goal(s)

1. That the stimuli that evoke the response is the moving stimulus in relationship to the stationary stimulus. 

2. That the targeted response is evoked in similar situations, with different people, and in many different places. 

3. That the learner begins to spontaneously label prepositions.

	Prerequisite Skills: 

· Broad tact repertoire (100+ tacts for items, tacts for actions, adjectives, multiple component tacts (noun-verb, adjective-noun), and acquiring at least 3 novel tacts per week)
· Ability to echo phrases. 

	Considerations: 
· Teach prepositions in sets of two and use several pairs (3-6 pairs) of stimuli to teach each set. 
· After the student has mastered the set of stimuli of the prepositions you are working on, probe novel sets.
· Monitor that the student is tacting the relationship of the stimuli. 
· Teach this skill always including the noun in the child’s response for example “under the table”.
· Mix in tacts for the items being utilized.
· Use fluent tacts to teach this skill.
· When teaching multiple sets of prepositions use multiple sets of stimuli and keep them separate. 


Suggested Teaching Steps:

1. For each set of stimuli, choose one item that stays stationary at first.  Make the other move around the stationary item. 

2. Once sets are mastered, probe novel sets.
3. Probe in the natural environment.

4. As preposition sets are mastered, introduce new set of prepositions.

Teaching Sample:  Target: in/out
	Trial Type
	Teacher’s Response
	Learner’s Response

	Tact trials with echoic prompt
	SD’s – dog and a car.  The car is stationary and the dog is the moving stimuli. 
“Where is the dog?”   “On the car”
	“On of the car”

	Tact transfer
	“Where is the dog?”
	“On of the car”

	Tact trial with echoic prompt
	“Where is the dog?”   “In the car”
	“In the car”

	Tact transfer
	“Where is the dog?”
	“In the car”

	Echoic distracter 
	“say shut the door”
	“shut the door”

	Tact distracter 
	“What is it?”
	“Car”

	Tact distracter 
	“What is it?”
	“Dog”

	Tact check
	“Where is the dog?”
	“In the car”

	Imitation distracter
	“Do this” hands together
	“hands together”

	Tact check
	“where is the dog”
	“On of the car”
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