	Skill Description

The learner uses adjectives to describe objects and can identify properties of objects. (Color, size, length, shape, etc.) Example: “What color is the truck”? “Blue”, “What size is the bear”? “Big”, “How does the sponge feel”? “Wet”…


	Goal(s)

1. The learner will independently tact the adjective when ask to tact descriptions or properties of objects.

2. That the targeted response is evoked in similar situations, with different people, and in many different places.

	Prerequisite Skills: 

Tacts common items (100+)
Learns 3 to 4 tacts per week

	Considerations: 
· To begin teaching this skill, use only items that are EXACTLY the same but that differ in only one attribute which is the attribute that you are teaching. 
· Do not teach using pictures. A picture of a fire does not convey hot. A picture of an ice cube does not convey cold. 
· Use objects that are fluent tacts.
· Teach 2 attributes at the same time and use identical objects to teach one attribute. (Example: Two bears that are identical except one is big and one is little; Two pencils that are identical except one is long and one is short). 
· Gather several sets of stimuli for each set of attributes (e.g., several sets of examples for hot/cold, soft/hard, long/short, etc.)  
· Teach one or two sets at a time and mix easy trials between sets.
· Be sure to tact the object while tacting its properties to prevent stimulus control errors. In other words run discrimination trials (some trials of tacting the attribute, some trials of tacting the item). 
· Change your field around every time you teach this so the student does not rote respond.
· Randomize the presentation of trials (Teach big, big, little, big – mix it up). 
· Intersperse teaching trials with easies trials.
· Teach items that are most relevant to the student. 
· Follow steps outlined below.  If student fails at any step then continue teaching.
· Teach receptive and tact at the same time.


TACTING ADJECTIVES
Steps for teaching adjectives:

I. Begin instruction by teaching several sets of identical stimuli for each attribute that vary only in the dimension you are teaching. (e.g., big/little identical dogs, big/little identical balls, big/little identical cups, etc.)
II. For size: use the same object as an exemplar of both bigness and smallness; same for length and most other comparative adjectives
III. As soon as possible be sure that the identical sets involve 3 or more exemplars varying only in the relevant attribute 
IV. Once sets are mastered, probe novel sets that are also identical but differ in the dimension you are teaching. 
V. Eventually introduce comparative exemplars that vary by other irrelevant attributes
See example of teaching trial on next page…
Teaching Sample:  Target: Big/small
	Trial Type
	Teacher’s Response
	Learner’s Response

	Tact trial with
Echoic prompt
	The Sd is two identical bears, one is big and one is small. The teacher points to the big bear and states…

“Let’s talk about size”.  

“What size?”… ” Big”… “What size?” 
	“Big”

	Tact transfer
	“What size?”
	“Big”

	Tact trial with
Echoic prompt
	Teacher points to small bear and states…

“What size?”… ” Small”… “What size?” 
	“Small”

	Tact transfer
	“What size?”
	“Small”

	Receptive distract
	“Touch your ear”
	Touches ear

	Tact check
	“What size?” 
	“Small”

	Intraverbal distract
	“What’s your name?”
	“Jacob”

	Tact check
	“What size?”
	“Big”

	Continue with tact checks. Vary asking big and small with distracter trials in-between as shown above. End run through with the below tact check.

	Tact check
	“What is this thing called”?
	“A bear”


Teaching Sample:  Target: Big/small
	Trial Type
	Teacher’s Response
	Learner’s Response

	Receptive trial with imitative prompt
	The Sd is two identical bears, one is big and one is small. The teacher touches (prompts) the big bear and states…

“Let’s talk about size”.  

“Show me the one that’s big?” (While touching the big bear)… 
	Learner touches the big bear that the teacher is touching.

	Receptive transfer
	“Show me the one that’s big?”
	Learner touches the big bear

	Receptive trial with imitative prompt
	Teacher touches (prompts) the small bear and states…

“Show me the one that’s small?” 
	Leaner touches the small bear that the teacher is touching.

	Receptive transfer
	“Show me the one that’s small?” 
	Learner touches the small bear

	Receptive distract
	“Touch your ear”
	Touches ear

	Receptive check
	“Show me the one that is small?” (no prompt)
	Leaner touches the small bear. 

	Intraverbal distract
	“What’s your name?”
	“Jacob”

	Receptive check
	“Show me the one that is big?” (no prompt)
	Leaner touches the small bear

	Continue with receptive checks. Vary asking big and small with distracter trials in-between as shown above. End run through with the below tact check.

	Tact check
	“What is this called”?
	“A bear”
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