RULES FOR TEACHING MANDING


1. Teaching must occur in the natural and everyday environment where the motivation is typically strong


2. Capture and contrive as many opportunities per day to teach mands. Set a goal of hundreds of mands per day across many reinforcers, teachers, and settings for early learners.


3. Count the number of mands, prompted and unprompted, per day and graph your results.


4. Prompt the mands initially to teach the child that it is easy to get things with verbal behavior and so as to not turn the child off to communicating by requiring a difficult response at first.


5. Get the best quality response with the least amount of prompting.
6. Provide BETTER REINFORCEMENT for better responses


7. Practice teaching mands so that you are skilled in how and when to reinforce, what approximations to accept, what level of prompt to provide and how to fade the prompts as quickly as possible.


8. Consistency in methods across trainers is essential and provides lots of opportunities for generalization.


9. An orderly and progressive curriculum must be in place.

