Procedures for Intensive Teaching
Target Items:
These are the items on your 3x5 targets and picture targets in your card sort system that you are actively teaching.  They should be found listed in two places:

1. Cold probe sheet

2. Skills tracking sheet (with date introduced but no date mastered)
Run zero sec. prompts on all new targets until 3 “y” have been circled even if you get a “y” on the cold probe. In other words, ALL target items that have not been mastered should be presented with an immediate prompt.
This prompted trial should be followed by a transfer trial (no prompt or faded prompt), distracter trials (easies), and a check trial (no prompt or faded prompt).

About 20% of your trials should be presented from these items

Mastered Items:

These are the items on your 3x5 easies and easy pictures in your card sort system, which have already been mastered.  They should be found listed in one of two places:

1. Skills tracking sheet (with date introduced and date mastered)

2. Probed out on assessment such as VB-MAPP 
In most cases, after 3 “y” on the cold probe, the item is considered mastered.  Once an item is mastered, document the date mastered on the skills tracking sheet and place the item in the “mastered” box (easies). 
All mastered items should be presented with a 2 second time delay. 

About 80% of your trials should be presented from your mastered items.

Errors on Mastered Items:
There are three types of errors that can occur when presenting a mastered item:

1. Incorrect response

2. Self correction (student error but then provides correct response without being prompted)

3. No response (failure to respond within 2 seconds)

In All three cases, you should immediately remove any stimuli presented, pause for at least a second and then start the trial over in the following manner:

· Re-present the SD with a “0” second delay prompt (immediate prompt)

· After student responds, present a transfer trial (fade prompt entirely or partially)

· Present distracter trial(s)

· Finally, run a check trial (no prompt or faded prompt)

In essence, you are neutralizing the environment and starting over as if presenting a target item.

VR (Variable ratio of Reinforcement 

Stick to the VR!! 

Student should be reinforced based on the predetermined average number of responses.
Vocal Students
Make sure student is able to echo the word before teaching a skill for which you plan to use an echoic prompt.  For example, if you are introducing the tact for “umbrella”, the student should already be able to echo umbrella.  
Signs
Make sure student can imitate the sign for items you need to prompt with imitation.  For example if you are planning to target the tact for “cracker”, the student should be able to imitate the sign.   
If student errors on a sign response, immediately place hands in neutral for about 2 seconds before running the error correction.
Skills to Consider for Improving and Maintaining Instructional Control:
· Teaching an attentive posture: feet on floor, hands folded on table. This may be taught as a response to “show me ready”

· You can also teach student to fold their hands in imitation or to respond to “fold your hands”.
· Teaching students to give up reinforcers
Differential Reinforcement:
Better and more independent responses should result in BETTER REINFORCEMENT!
