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“My heart is singing this morning. A miracle has happened! The light of understanding has shone 
upon my little pupil's mind, and behold, all things have changed!”  Anne Sullivan 
 
What an amazing feeling it is to see that light of understanding click on for our students! 
Their success gives us fuel to keep going on our toughest days. Most importantly, success 
reinforces the student with a healthy dose of self-esteem. Solid strategies are crucial to 
building a successful “light filled” program. As AIT members, you will find yourself 
recommending a variety of strategies to the teachers you work with. There are so many to 
choose from, how do we determine which is more likely to turn on that light of 
understanding? Some suggestions we make will be met with skepticism or even worse a 
report of “we’ve already tried that, didn’t work”. With each suggestion, we do know we 
are asking teachers to dedicate precious time to creating resources and teaching staff. 
No one strategy will work for everyone. Even the best ones need modification to meet the 
needs of individuals. Wouldn’t it be great to determine the likelihood that a strategy will 
be successful before attempting to implement it? Wouldn’t it be great to have an idea of 
what modifications are needed when a strategy doesn’t seem to be working? Wendy 
Szakacs and Denise Sawan Caruso from the Ohio Center for Autism and Low Incidence, 
have come up with a handy tool for doing just that. It is called the Strategy Assessment 
and Revision Tool (SART). The SART is a simple tool that can be used for individual or 
classroom wide strategies. It reviews 7 critical areas. Those areas are: visual/ tactile, 
sensory, positive reinforcement, individualized and motivating, teaches what to do, 
predictable and consistent and implementation that is reliable. SART asks teams to 
consider if the strategy being chosen addresses all 7 areas appropriately for the individual 
student. If not, can the strategy be modified to meet the student’s needs?  
Please take a moment to look at the attached documents graciously shared with us by 
Wendy Szakacs and Denise Sawan Caruso. Included are the SART worksheet, guiding 
questions for decision making and a few examples. If you would be interested in learning 
more about how the SART can be used in your support of the teachers in your districts, feel 
free to contact me. 
 
Have a Merry Christmas, Happy New Year and of course, safe travels! 
Lori Chambers 
Regional Systems Coordinator 
TASN Autism and Tertiary Behavior Supports 
lchambers2@kumc.edu 
kansasasd.co 
 
TASN Autism and Tertiary Behavior Supports is funded through Part B funds administered by the Kansas State Department of Education's Special 
Education Services.  TASN Autism and Tertiary Behavior Supports does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability, or 
age in its programs and activities.  The following person has been designated to handle inquiries regarding the non-discrimination 
policies:  Deputy Director, Keystone Learning Services, 500 E. Sunflower, Ozawkie, KS  66070, 785-876-2214.  
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Strategy Assessment and Revision Tool Worksheet 
Use this worksheet to assess a strategy for potential effectiveness and to identify the missing elements that will strengthen the 

impact of the intervention. Identify how well each of the seven effective elements are represented in the targeted strategy. 
Revise and improve current strategies by identifying ways to include the missing elements.   

 

Name of Individual:  

 
 
 

Element 

Does the 
current 
strategy 

include the 
element? 

Strategy:

Description of Existing 
Element Features 

Revisions of Strategy to Include 
Missing Element or to Improve 

Targeted Element 
 
 
 
Visual/Tactile

 
 Yes 

 
 No 

 
 Somewhat 

 

  

 
 
Sensory 
Consideration 
 

 
 Yes 

 
 No 

 
 Somewhat 

 

 
 

 

 
 
Positive 
Reinforcement 
 
 

 
 Yes 

 
 No 

 
 Somewhat 

 

 
 

 

 
 
Individualized & 
Motivating 
 
 

 
 Yes 

 
 No 

 
 Somewhat 

 

  

 
 
 
Teaches What 
To Do 
 

 
 Yes 

 
 No 

 
 Somewhat 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 
Predictable & 
Consistent 
 

 
 Yes 

 
 No 

 
 Somewhat 

 

  

 
 
 
Reliable 
Implementation 
 

 
 Yes 

 
 No 

 
 Somewhat 

 

  



 

 
 
 

Elements 

 
Guiding Questions 

Use the questions below to guide discussion and thought when determining if each element is 
present in the targeted intervention for the specific person the intervention is designed to assist  
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Josh’s 
SART

YES? NO? MAYBE?

Consideration of Hand Over Hand Prompting

Student
•  Molly

Placement

•  Kindergarten
•  A few spoken words
•  Full inclusion

FBA

•  Difficulty completing tasks
•  Yelling, kicking, biting is communication to get 

away from situations she doesn’t understand
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Molly’s
 SART

YES? NO? MAYBE?

Consideration of Communication App on 
iPad

Student
•  Carlos

Placement

•  7th Grade
•  Non-verbal
•  Self-contained class in public school

FBA

•  Not participating in small group activities
•  Crawls under table/hides behind divider/runs from 

room probably to avoid small group activities
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Carlos’
 SART

YES? NO? MAYBE?

Consideration of Response Cost

Student
•  Suyin

Placement

•  Fourth grade
•  Verbal
•  Partial inclusion; 1 period resource room

FBA

•  Talking out in class due to difficulty with impulse 
control  

•  Earning tokens for raising hand
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Suyin’s 
SART

YES? NO? MAYBE?
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Mrs. Lee’s 
SART

YES? NO? MAYBE?YES?

Try It Yourself
•  Fill in name (student, case 

study, classroom)
•  Choose a strategy you are 

using or a strategy you 
want to try with the 
individual/class

•  Determine if the strategy 
includes each element 
using the guiding 
questions sheet

•  Describe how factor is, is 
not, or is somewhat 
included in column 3; then 
describe what you might 
be able to do to include or 
improve the element in 
column 4
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