Sample 
1. Fill out the reinforcer attributes list with the attributes of each current reinforcer.  Pay particular attention to how the learner behaves with the item and what reinforcing value he or she derives from each item. In other words, why does he or she like it? 
2. Fill in the row with the attributes that affect the learner as best you can determine. 

3. Review the columns and look for similarities among reinforcers.  In the example below, visual sensation and sound were high in value for the sample learner.   

4. Use the “Brainstorming for Potential Reinforcers” sheet to determine other potential reinforcers that have similar attributes using your list from page one. Consider the columns with the highest values first. What other items could we list using the sample below? (A See and Say toy, a string ball, silly string, a spinning chair, a pull string helicopter toy that flies play dough that when pressed through an extruder makes strings, musical toys with spinning or string like attachments, etc.)  Using the examples, I would fill in the potential reinforcer list with these items writing the affects in each column.  Then I would begin trying the items. 
	Current Reinforcer
	Does the student use it in a non-typical way?
	What does it feel like to touch? 
	What does it smell like?
	What does it taste like?
	What does it sound like?
	What bodily movement does it provide?
	What visual sensation does it provide?
	What shape/size is it?
	Does it require another person’s assistance to use it?

	1.  Top
	no
	Has a soft string to pull 
	N/A
	N/A
	Hissing, whizzing
	N/A
	Spins and has a string to pull
	Small table top item
	Yes

	2.  string
	Yes
	soft
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	Wiggles 
	Long and thin
	No

	3.  sit and spin
	no
	N/A
	N/A
	N/A
	Music plays when spinning
	spinning
	Makes you dizzy 
	N/A
	No

	4. pretzel
	no
	N/A
	N/A
	salty
	crunches
	N/A
	N/A
	Stick pretzel
	No
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	Does the student use it in a non-typical way?
	What does it feel like to touch? 
	What does it smell like?
	What does it taste like?
	What does it sound like?
	What bodily movement does it provide?
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Reinforcer attributes list for: __________________________________   Date: __________________________________


“Brainstorming” sheet for potential reinforcers
Potential Reinforcer attributes list for: __________________________________   Date: __________________________________
	Potential Reinforcers
	What does it feel like to touch? 
	What does it smell like?
	What does it taste like?
	What does it sound like?
	What bodily movement does it provide?
	What visual sensation does it provide?
	What shape/size is it?
	Does it require another person’s assistance?
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