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Better Together Best Practices Chat

¨ The content of this presentation was developed under 
an agreement from the Federal Department of 
Education to the Kansas Department of 
Education. However, those contents do not necessarily 
represent the policy of the Department of Education, 
and you should not assume endorsement by the Kansas 
Department of Education or the Federal Government

¨ TASN Autism and Tertiary Behavior Supports does not 
discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, 
sex, disability, or age in its’ programs and activities. The 
following person has been designated to handle 
inquiries regarding the non-discrimination 
policies: Deputy Director, Keystone Learning Services, 
500 E. Sunflower, Ozawkie, KS 66070, 785-876-2214.
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Objective

Participants will:  Use visual supports, an evidence-based 
practice, to promote positive student outcomes as outlined in 
the Kansas Vision for Education through the use of high-leverage 
practices.

3

When I think about visual supports…
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Visual Supports
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Visual Supports
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¨ Why do we use visual supports?
¨ How do they help us?

Visual Supports

Appropriate for 
all…essential for 
some.
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Visual Supports

Evidence-Based Practices

¨ National 
Professional 
Development 
Center

¨ National 
Standards Project

¨ Reliable support 
through research

¨ Program or 
practice works
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https://autismpdc.fpg.unc.edu/evidence-based-practices
http://www.nationalautismcenter.org/national-standards-project/results-reports/
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Visual Supports

Toddlers to young 
adults

¨ Social
¨ Communication
¨ Behavior
¨ Play
¨ Cognitive
¨ School-readiness
¨ Academic
¨ Motor
¨ Adaptive
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Visual Supports
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Concrete cues that provide information about an 
activity, routine, or expectation and/or support 
skill demonstration (Hume, 2013).
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Visual Supports
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Rationale
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¨ Increases independence
¨ Meaningful to student
¨ Always available
¨ Aids in transitions
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Visual Supports
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What you hear 
yourself saying over 
and over…create a 
visual support!

Visual Supports
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(The Autism Helper, 2018)

http://theautismhelper.com/
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Visual Supports
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Frequently asked questions
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¨ When do you fade or remove visual 
supports?

¨ The student knows the 
schedule/expectations/rules…why does 
he/she need a visual support?
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What questions do you have?
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Next steps

¨ Use this strategy
¨ Share results on 

google group
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¨ Student
¨ Skill
¨ Results
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Instructional strategies
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When I think of visual supports, what skill 
could I teach tomorrow using this strategy?

https://www.ksdetasn.org/atbs/visual-supports


11/9/18

12

References
23

Hume, K. (2013). Visual supports (VS)fact 
sheet. Chapel Hill:  The University of North 
Carolina, Frank Porter Graham Child 
Development Institute.  The National 
Professional Development Center on Autism 
Spectrum Disorders.


