
Application TTS Checklist



Accommodations by Program

Some accommodations 
are available by testing 
program and not available 
for all testing programs!



Five-Step Decision-Making Process
• Step 1: EXPECT students to Achieve Grade-level Standards. 
• Step 2: LEARN about accessibility supports for instruction and 

assessment. 
• Step 3: SELECT accessibility supports for instruction and 

assessment. 
• Step 4: ADMINISTER accessibility supports during instruction and 

assessment. 
• Step 5: EVALUATE use of accessibility supports in instruction and 

assessment 
Kansas Accessibility Manual (pdf)

https://ksassessments.org/sites/default/files/documents/Kansas_Accessibility_Manual.pdf


Four Questions Educators Should Ask:
1. What are the student’s specific instructional and 

assessment needs? 
2. How does the student’s access to curriculum, instruction, 

and assessment support the goal of developing student 
independence? 

3. Is there a universal feature the student should not have? 
4. Does the student need any designated features or 

accommodations? 



KAP Accommodations



Three-Tiered Approach to Accessibility

Tools and Accommodations
for the Kansas Assessment 
Program

PNP Planning Tool

Accommodations 
should be used 
consistently 
throughout the year 
in order for 
accommodations to 
be used during state 
assessments. 

https://www.ksde.org/Portals/0/CSAS/CSAS%20Home/Assessments/TTS%20Accommodations%20Available%20on%20the%20KAP_Flowchart.pdf?ver=2021-09-13-163110-297
https://www.ksde.org/Portals/0/CSAS/CSAS%20Home/Assessments/PNP%20Planning%20Tool%20for%20the%20Kansas%20Assessment%20Program.pdf?ver=2021-09-13-163346-280


Accessible Educational Materials 
(AEM)

• IDEA 2004 mandated AIM (braille, large print, audio, digital text). 

• IDEA 2004 wanted to make sure that students who have disabilities have access to, are involved in, and 
progress in the general education curriculum. 

• IDEA 2004 created the tool/vehicle for IEP teams - mandated technical standard in printing (NIMAS) 
source files

• Print disability is a term used to identify students who qualify for accommodations under 504 or IDEA. A 
student with a print disability is one who is unable to gain information from printed materials at an 
anticipated level for their grade, and needs alternative access or an accessible format to gain 
information from and use those materials

• Endrew F – FAPE standard should be reviewed and considered by IEP teams regarding the progress 
standard for students with print disabilities.

• Key considerations are the student’s functional ability to use and learn from standard print materials.



Text-to-Speech Options
Available to All Students? Is PNP Required?

Text-to-Speech Audio (TTS) 
Directions Yes No

Text-to-Speech Audio (TTS) 
Science Yes No

Text-to-Speech Audio (TTS) 
Test Items (Text & Graphics) No Yes

Text-to-Speech Audio (TTS) 
(nonvisual) ELA Passages No Yes, and KSDE approval 

required



Human Reader

A HUMAN READER IS NOT
AN ALLOWED 

ACCOMMODATION
ON THE KAP ASSESSMENT



Text-to-Speech Accommodations Available 
on the Kansas Assessment Program

https://www.ksde.org/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=DnRu2PbnYd0%3d&tabid=407&portalid=0&mid=4227
https://www.ksde.org/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=DnRu2PbnYd0%3d&tabid=407&portalid=0&mid=4227


Application TTS Checklist
Changes in PAR requirements:
Removed the oral reading section from the PAR due to 
changes that uPAR made in what grade oral reading is 
administered
 
What are the students results from the Protocol for 
Accommodations in Reading1 (PAR) or uPAR? 
Start at the student’s grade level and administer the Text 
Reader with the PAR passage. Record the percentage the 
student received on the comprehension questions after 
listening to the PAR text with a text reader. If the student’s 
score was below 50%, move down grade levels until the 
student is able to perform at 50% or above. We have to be 
able to see that the student is benefiting from the 
accommodation when comparing to the Lexile level.

Application TTS Checklist
Frequently Asked Questions for TTS Nonvisual

 

https://www.ksde.org/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=Cfi3AHS8QRM%3d&tabid=407&portalid=0&mid=4227
https://www.ksdetasn.org/resources/3158
https://www.ksdetasn.org/resources/3158
https://www.ksde.org/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=Cfi3AHS8QRM%3d&tabid=407&portalid=0&mid=4227
https://www.ksde.org/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=Pks6geNLV_w%3d&tabid=407&portalid=0&mid=4227


Protocol for Accommodations in 
Reading (PAR)
• PAR can be downloaded for free
• uPAR costs, can administer to 

entire classroom at once
• Start at student's actual grade 

level
• Use the student’s regular 

screen reader
• Record percentage correct on 

comprehension questions after 
passage

• Lower grade level until student 
completes with at least 50% 
accuracy

https://www.ksdetasn.org/resources/3158
https://www.ksdetasn.org/resources/3158


The PAR Process
• KSDE only requires the text reader results for the application TTS 

checklist
• To examine the effectiveness of using text-to-speech accommodations, 

the student uses the text reader available at his or her school (e.g., 
Read:OutLoud, Read and Write Gold, Kurzweil) to read an equivalent 
passage at the student’s grade level. 

• It is preferable to use a text reader that is familiar to the student. The 
text-to-speech rate should be set approximately 20% higher than the 
student’s oral reading rate. 

• Then the student is given an opportunity to increase or decrease the rate 
of text-to-speech, as well as an opportunity to increase or decrease font 
size. 

• Comprehension questions are presented verbally and scored accordingly
• As needed move to lower grade passage to identify optimal levels of 

comprehension using the accommodation



• Using the PAR process may be useful to document reading 
accommodation needs. 

• PAR can also be a useful tool as part of the Response to 
Intervention (RtI) assessment process. 

• Students in tier two or three reading interventions who are still 
below grade level and intervention is not projected to get 
students to grade level, then the PAR process would help to 
identify appropriate accommodation strategies.

Benefits of Using the PAR



• Students who struggle to decode or read with fluency but 
demonstrate the ability to comprehend at a significantly higher 
level when an adult reads aloud.

• Students in reading interventions who are struggling to keep up 
in content level classes.

• Students who do well in class except when they need to read 
and respond to written material.

• Students who read fluently but lack comprehension.
• Students who have been successful in class using only an adult 

reader accommodation.

Action Signs for a need for AIM



Text Reader Steps
Step Examiner Student

1. • Open the Text Reader Practice passage. 
• Open and minimize the grade level passage you’ve 

targeted for use with this student. 
• Using the Text Reader Practice passage, set the text 

reader to a speed that corresponds to the student’s 
oral reading rate plus 20%. Demonstrate the text 
reader and the options to change voice and speed.

• “Now, we’ll read a practice passage using the Text 
Reader. You can make the print bigger or smaller using 
these arrows. Let’s figure out what size is best for you. 
You want it just right for you.”

•  “You can slow down or speed up the reading here. Tell 
me if this is just right for you.“

• “You can look up a word by clicking on the dictionary.”

2. • Open the Text Reader with the appropriate passage. 
Be sure the speed and font size are set to the 
student’s preferences. 

• Before reading, cover the passage on the screen and 
read the title. Have student read and predict what it 
might be about.

• “Now you will read a passage on the computer.”
• “What do you think this story is about?”
• “I’ll ask you some questions when you’re done reading. 

You can start and stop the reading by clicking here.”

3. • Leave the text version on the screen. 
• Ask the comprehension questions. Stop after 3 

incorrect responses or if frustration is clearly 
evident. 

You can prompt -->
• Responses similar in meaning to the printed answer 

should be scored as correct. Half credit is allowed 
when answers are close to the acceptable response 
but are vague or incomplete.

• “What else? Explain that further.”
• “That’s right but what did it say in the passage?” (Student 

uses experience instead of information)
• “I want to know what you think.”(Student has difficulty 

with inferential questions)



Print the 
scoring form for 
the passage 
you select- 
scoring sheets 
are in the 
scoring form 
folder by grade 
level

Enter the % 
accurate 
rather than 
using the 
color coding 
for the total



Fascinating Owls
People everywhere are fascinated by owls. Some believe that owls are wise 
and bring good luck. Others believe that owls are spirits of evil.
Old Hawaiian legends told that owls were smart protectors. In Greenland, 
natives believed that owls were helpful guides. Indonesians listened to their 
hoots to decide if travel was safe. Australian Aborigines believed that owls 
were sacred. In Brittany, it was a good sign to see an owl at harvest. Ancient 
Afghans believed that the owl helped man make fire.
So why are humans spooked by owls? Night animals, owls roost and hunt in 
lonely, dark places. Their sharp talons and hooked beaks make them deadly 
killers. Owls fly silently and attack their prey without warning. Their pale 
undersides make them look like white ghosts against the black sky. Owls' 
big eyes stare, and their heads turn almost all the way around. No wonder 
owls seem spooky!
© Don Johnston Incorporated

For use with Protocol in Accommodations for Reading (PAR) by DeCoste & Wilson

donjohnston.com/par

Rich Text Format (RTF)



Frequently Asked Questions
• If a student had TTS on KAP in the past, do we need to administer the PAR with them? 

• We have students with dyslexia that are not on an IEP or 504 , however, classroom... will 
they quality for TTS without having the IEP or 504? 

• Is “nonreader” relative to grade level text? Example student is in 6th grade but reads at 
the 2nd grade level independently on a silent read but scores at grade level with a text 
reader. 

Frequently Asked Questions for TTS Nonvisual

https://www.ksde.org/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=Pks6geNLV_w%3d&tabid=407&portalid=0&mid=4227


Key Points to Remember
• Form must be complete
• This accommodation is for TTS for the ELA passages, KSDE does 

not need to approve the TTS text and graphics setting which is 
the default on Kite – TTS for test items

• Students who are blind or visually impaired can stop after 
question 4

• Non-readers must be using Text-to-Speech in order to be 
approved for the nonvisual setting. Students who only have a 
human reader will not be approved

• Students who have a Lexile without TTS or audio 
accommodations above 500 would not be considered a non-
reader



Lexile Level
• What is the student’s Lexile level without TTS or 

audio accommodations?
• Must provide the Lexile level, tool used, and date 

administered (must be for current school year)
• This will help support severe deficits in decoding 

skills
• This is used to determine if a student is a non-

reader
• Students with Lexile levels above 500 are not 

considered non-readers for the Kansas State 
Assessment



The Kansas State Department of Education does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, disability or age in its programs and activities and provides equal access 
to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups. The following person has been designated to handle inquiries regarding the nondiscrimination policies:  KSDE General Counsel, 
Office of General Counsel, KSDE, Landon State Office Building, 900 S.W. Jackson, Suite 102, Topeka, KS 66612, (785) 296-3201.

Contact Information

Cary Rogers
Education Program Consultant
Special Education and Title Services
(785) 296-0916
crogers@ksde.org  

mailto:crogers@ksde.org
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