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Learning Objectives

Participants will:

• Be able to identify the 3 areas of structured teaching as they 
apply to supporting students with ASD in the general education 
environment.

• Identify multiple considerations in determining how to organize 
the physical environment and considerations of seat 
arrangements for learners on the spectrum in a general 
education classroom. 

• Become familiar with at least 4 different types of visual 
schedules that can help support students in general education 
environments.

• Review at least 3 different types of structured work systems that 
could be easily implemented in the general education 
environment.

What is Structured Teaching?

• Organizing the classroom environment and 

visual supports to capitalize on the visual 

strengths of students with autism and similar 

disabilities.  

• Setting up environments so that the 

expectations are visually clear to the student
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Structured Teaching Environments 

Address the Following Questions

What Work 
Do I Need 

To Do?

How Much 
Work Do I 
Need To 

Do?

How Do I 
Know When 

I'm 
Finished?

What Do I 
Do Next?

Physical Space Schedules

Work
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Physical Space in the Gen Ed. Class

• Reduce clutter and distractions

• Assure the student has sight of the most 

important person / place in the room

• Materials on the wall relate directly to 

instruction

• Consistent seating plan

• Visual cues within the environment

• Desks in rows

• Students close together, 
may distract each other

• Everyone facing the teacher 
for whole group

• Works well as long as 
students aren’t working at 
small group by white board

• Seat A = close to door for 
breaks--far from break area 
in room

• Seat B-more involved but 
possibly more distracting

• Seat C-Closer to break area 
in  room

• Yellow bars behind 
independent work and 
between reading and small 
group can be tape or divider 
to block distractions

A

B

C
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• Good for frequent 
cooperative group 
learning

• May result in 
conversation at desks

• Putting student in seat 
A—faces board, near 
break area, center of 
small group

• Seat B-faces window, 
more distraction; far 
from break area

• Purple tape behind seat 
A may keep student at 
desk

• Yellow bar behind 
independent work can 
be tape or divider to 
block distractions

A

B

Tape Separates iPad Spaces

http://www.theeagerteacher.com/
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Use Tape to Structure Space

Material Organization

• Where do materials go?

• Where do students keep their materials?

• Where do they put things away?

• Where does finished work go?

• Where do students store homework?
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Organizing Materials
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Download free at 
http://www.autismclassroomresources.com/2h5z

Checklists

Elearning (visuals)--http://bit.ly/wKcH6l
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Polling Question 1

Structured teaching can be used for which of the 

following purposes in a general education 

classroom?

A. Providing cues about where to sit

B. Providing boundaries for the student’s workspace

C. Helping a student be prepared with materials for 

class

D. All of the above.

S
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Use Cross-bars for Traveling
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First-Then
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First-Then on the Fly

Bathroom Pass with Schedule
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Classroom Schedule-General Ed.

Center Schedule-1st Grade Class
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Group Schedule
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Arrival Task Analysis

Schedules for Play
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Schedule for Circle Time
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http://www.autismclassr
oomresources.com/SAS
EDPlay
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Reminders

Polling Question 2

• Students with ASD need visual cues in the 

general education environment:

– A.  Less than in the special education classroom

– B.  More than in the special education classroom

– C. Students in general education do not need 

visual supports
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Work Systems / Structuring Tasks

• Work systems / 

baskets

• Structuring 

worksheets / 

assignments

• Visual cues in 

agendas or tests for 

time management
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Folder Work System
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Work Systems
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Materials Have Pictures and a 

Template

Structuring Art Projects

Art Obstacles from Tasks Galore 
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Participant Poll 3

Which of the following represents a way to 

structure a task using structured teaching?

A. Drawing lines to break the task up into sections 

that the student completes sequentially.

B. Telling the student to only complete the top half 

of a full worksheet.

C. Instructing the student to complete just the odd 

problems on the page.

D. All of the above
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Resources
• Geneva Centre Visuals: http://www.autismclassroomresources.com/k2tn

• My Pinterest Visuals Board: 

http://www.autismclassroomresources.com/aml8

• Special Education Technology British Columbia: 

http://www.autismclassroomresources.com/vyuy

• Victories ‘N Autism Visuals 

http://www.autismclassroomresources.com/zev0

• Visual Supports Posts from my blog 

http://www.autismclassroomresources.com/edrj

Graphic Credits


